
My P30 Diploma is on: _______________________________ 
 

Dear Students: 
 
Please find enclosed 100 practice diploma problems. They have been snatched from old diploma 
released items from 2008-2009 and 2009-2010. We will work with more current material 
released from the government in class. Answer keys have been provided for your convenience. 
 
Some suggestions for working through the questions: 
 

• The REAL Diploma is 50 questions in length (36 MC and 14 NR) and you get 2.5 hours to 
complete it. I suggest blocking off 2.5 hours of your life, locking yourself in a quiet room and 
completing 50 consecutive questions without interruptions, looking for answers in your notes, 
looking at the solutions, etc. Make it as much like the real test as possible. Then, take a break 
and mark your work. The grade you get doing this will more than likely be the grade you get on 
the real diploma. A day or two later, do the same thing with the next 50 questions, or even go 
through the same questions again, this time looking for where you made mistakes and making 
small notes of those mistakes, so you don’t make them again. 

• Work through the questions in small groups. This is way more fun than on your own, but 
remember you won’t have someone to work with during the real exam, so don’t do all of your 
studying this way. 

• Work through the questions at school with Mr. Putnam around. This way, when you get to a 
question you don’t understand, you can get an answer right away. 

• Pick through the questions and focus on areas of the course you had trouble with. If you know 
Unit A inside and out but had troubles with Unit B, look for Unit B questions and just work on 
those. If you need help with optics, look for the optics problems. If you suck at NR, just do the 
NR. This is a good method if you’re short on time. 

• Try 5 questions a day. If you get all the questions right, great. If you don’t, then ask someone to 
clarify the ideas in your head. 5 questions should take you no more than 15 minutes (if you are 
slower than that, you won’t be able to finish the diploma for real), and most people can 
dedicate 15 minutes a day to studying. That way, over a period of 2 weeks, you can be well 
prepared for the diploma (doing a little bit of work every day is very effective compared to 
cramming the one or two days before). 
 
Good Luck! 

Mr. Putnam 
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